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Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers Demographic Profile:
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park Community of Interest
Prepared by Tarry Hum, PhD
Queens College and Graduate Center, City University of New York
February 21, 2023

Introduction

In the past decade, the NYC population grew by 629,415 or 7.7%. This growth was not evenly
experienced across racial groups. Asian New Yorkers stand out as their population grew by
33.6%, a rate significantly higher than the city’s 7.7% during the past decade. Asian New
Yorkers now number approximately 1.4 million and represent 15.6% of New York City residents.
For the past few decades, Asian Americans have been the fastest growing racial group in New
York City. Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers are a sizable and growing share of the city’s population.
They are highly concentrated in the Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park neighborhoods with
shared institutions including schools, community-based organizations, places of worship,
transportation networks and hundreds of ethnic small businesses along a two-mile stretch of
Liberty Avenue. Even though the Indo-Caribbean population and neighborhood qualities of
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park are well-established, this community of interest remains
divided among numerous political jurisdictions. This study elaborates on the ways that
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park constitute a community of interest and should be united in a
single political district.

Data and Methodology

The US Census does not include a category for the Indo-Caribbean population which creates
challenges for community members in filling out government documents including the US
Census and results in a population undercount. Ramdat Singh, Director of Civic Engagement at
the Caribbean Equality Project, described the “complex history where some community
members check off “Asian” while some others check off “Other” on government documents
because they don't necessarily identify with the ethnic categories provided” (Outar 2022, 37).
The data source for the profile of Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers is the CUNY Center for Urban
Research American Community Survey 2016-2020 5-year estimates. | use the race and ancestry
variables to identify Indo-Caribbeans. To arrive at an accurate account of the Indo-Caribbean
population, those who identified their first ancestry as Guyanese, Trinidadian and Tobagonian,
British West Indian, West Indian, Other West Indian, Grenadian, St. Lucia or St. Vincent Islander
and identified their race as Asian or Other were grouped as Indo-Caribbean.

Indo-Caribbean Community in Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park
Indo-Caribbeans are referred to as “twice migrants” as the first migration was of Asian Indian
indentured servants to Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname followed by a second

migration of their descendants to the United States, many settling in the Richmond Hill area of
Queens (Khandelwal 2002). Broad racial categories (e.g., Asian) does not capture the complex
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racial identities and experiences of Indo-Caribbeans. For example, dougla is a term which refers
to the multi-layered, post-colonial racial identities of some in the Caribbean diaspora who are
of both African and Indian descent (Barratt and Ranjitsingh 2021). Anlisa Outar, a Chhaya CDC
staff member (and Queens College alumna), described the Indo-Caribbean and South Asian
populations that concentrate in Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park as a “richly diverse yet
cohesive diaspora” at the August 2022 NYC Districting Commission public hearing in Queens.

Indo Caribbean New Yorkers represent a long-standing community of interest in Richmond
Hill/South Ozone Park. More than two decades ago at a Queens public hearing, community
leaders testified on the sizable and growing Indo-Caribbean and Asian Indian populations in
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park which they described as constituting a community of interest
(LATFOR 2001). In her 2001 book, CUNY Distinguished Professor Nancy Foner described
Richmond Hill as a “distinctly Indo-Caribbean neighborhood” (p.17). She writes, “East Indian
West Indians are a fascinating case since they typically attempt to establish an Asian identity as
a way to avoid being labeled black and have developed distinctly Indo-Caribbean
neighborhoods, the Richmond Hill section of Queens being an especially popular
area.”(emphasis added, p. 17). The 2013 edition of the NYC Planning Department’s Newest
New Yorkers notes:

South Ozone Park, with 45,700 foreign-born residents, and Richmond Hill, with
36,200 foreign-born residents, were the biggest immigrant neighborhoods in
Southwest Queens and among the largest in all of Queens. In Richmond Hill, the
Guyanese comprised nearly one-third of all immigrants (31 percent), followed by
Indians (16 percent), and those born in Trinidad and Tobago (8 percent).
Immigrants from Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago who have established a
presence in this neighborhood were primarily of Asian Indian descent, living
alongside Indian-born immigrants.

Two vibrant commercial corridors — Liberty Avenue and 1015t Avenue -- anchor the Indo-
Caribbean immigrant community in Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park. Since the 1990s, small
businesses that served the consumer needs of “the twice-migrant identity of locals” (Outar
2022) grew rapidly and facilitated the transformation of the area’s commercial environment
and identity. Kiran Baldeo’s 2020 CCNY master’s thesis notes how Sybil’s Bakery and
Restaurant, a neighborhood institution serving Caribbean and Guyanese cuisine, catalyzed the
ethnic succession of surrounding small businesses. She writes, “(S)tore fronts changed like wild
fire. What was once Hamons Mini Market owned by Leodones Leony became Anjees Bridal in
1997; what was once C & C Bagels, owned by Angelo Casino became the Sari and Pooja Store in
1995, the one-stop shop for all things wedding. Dj's Sari store likewise opened in 1995, along
with J&B West Indian Grocery and Guyana Foods in 1994” (p. 24).

A recent NYC SBS commercial district needs assessment notes that the concentration of Indo-

Caribbean residents, small businesses, and places of worship in Richmond Hill/South Ozone
Park is evidenced by the area’s reference as “Little Guyana”. A two-mile stretch of Liberty
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Avenue between Van Wyck Expressway and Woodhaven Blvd anchors the Little Guyana
commercial district which includes 1015t Avenue.

In recognition of the distinct ethnic identity of this vibrant commercial district, Liberty Avenue
at the intersection of Lefferts Boulevard was renamed “Little Guyana Avenue” in May 2021.
Outar (2022) recounts how prominent New York City politicians including Mayor Bill de Blasio
and Speaker of the New York City Council Adrienne Adams were present for this historic
occasion. She notes that de Blasio remarked, “l want to say | see you, | respect you, |
appreciate you,” and “Guyana has done so much for New York City but represents such
possibility. People of different backgrounds, ethnicities, faiths coming together as one. That is
what New York City stands for as well” (emphasis added, p. 17-18).

Sikh New Yorkers are also concentrated in Richmond Hill and their community is anchored by
several gurdwaras including the Sikh Cultural Society. This part of Richmond Hill is referred to
as Little Punjab. In 2021, 101st Avenue between 111th and 123rd Streets was renamed Punjab
Way and 97th Avenue between Lefferts Blvd and 117th Street was renamed Gurdwara Street to
recognize a Sikh house of worship (Parrott 2021). In the aftermath of the 9/11 tragedies, the
Sikh community and Sikh men (who grow beards and wear turbans as articles of their faith)
were targets of anti-Muslim hate and violence. This past April, several members of Richmond
Hill’s Sikh community were victims of hate crimes (Stack and Asma-Sadeque 2022).

Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park as a Community of Interest

Based on shared social and economic interests, immigration history, institutions and
infrastructure such as public schools, transportation lines, and places of worship, and social ties
and networks, community leaders and stakeholders have long testified that the Indo-Caribbean
and Asian Indian populations in the Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park neighborhoods constitute
a community of interest. A 2001 Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund survey on
Asian neighborhood boundaries and common interests found that respondents defined the
Richmond Hill, Ozone Park, and South Ozone Park neighborhoods as an area with a sizable and
concentrated population of Indo-Caribbean and Sikh New Yorkers (Hum 2002). The New York
City Planning Department’s Newest New Yorkers noted, “In the 1990s, the Guyanese enclave in
Richmond Hill started expanding south, into South Ozone Park. By 2007-2011, the Guyanese
were the largest group here, accounting for nearly one-half (47 percent) of the foreign-born
residents, making it the largest concentration of Guyanese immigrants anywhere in New York”
(emphasis added, 2013 p. 59).

The Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park community of interest should be in a single district for
effective and fair representation. Anlisa Outar’s 2022 Macaulay Honors College thesis,
“Redistricting Richmond Hill: Indo-Guyanese Political Representation in Queens,” is a
comprehensive study of community engagement in past and recent redistricting advocacy for
an Indo-Caribbean community of interest. She notes her thesis “barely scratches the surface of
decades of Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers championing political representation” (p. 41).
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The consequences of being split into different political jurisdictions are especially stark during
times of crisis such as the COVID 19 pandemic when the need for government resources and
services is acute. Outar (2022) observes, “Because of its fractured political representation,
though, the neighborhood went unserviced: it had no government-sponsored testing sites or
PPE distribution until after community members brought attention to the issue” (p.5). She also
recounts the testimony of Aminta Kilwan-Narine, South Queens Women’s March founder and
director, “We’re linked by strong ties: culinary, familial, religion, cultural, educational,
economic, and more. We take the same trains and buses, we go to the same school and...but
we have a hard time advocating for ourselves.” (emphasis added, p. 38).

Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers Demographic Profile

According to the ACS 2016-2020 5-year estimates, there are approximately 66,000 Indo-
Caribbean New Yorkers of which 85% are of Guyanese ancestry followed by 10%
Trinidadian/Tobagonian ancestry. Forty-eight percent (48%) identified as Other Race and 42%
identified as Asian Indian. Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers are heavily concentrated in the
borough of Queens. While one in two Asian New Yorkers resides in Queens, an overwhelming
majority (82%) of Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers call Queens home. In light of the finding that
nearly half (48%) of Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers chose Other as their race category in the
American Community Survey, it is highly probably that the percent of Other Race population in
Queens City Council Districts especially Districts 28 (10%), 29 (1.8%) and 32 (3.7%) are Indo-
Caribbean. The high percentage (71.2%) of Indo-Caribbean New Yorkers who are immigrants in
combination with the limitations of the US census racial categories contributes to an acute
undercount of the Indo-Caribbean population especially in South Queens.

Table 1

Detailed Race and Ethnicity Frequency  Percent
All other or combo races 31,878 48.3%
Indian 28,015 42.4%
Other Asian alone or combo 5,543 8.4%
Chinese 461 0.7%
Bangladeshi 88 0.1%
Japanese 49 0.1%
Total 66,034 100.0%

Foreign-Born 47,012 71.2%

Ancestry, first Frequency  Percent
Guyanese 55,898 84.7%
Trinidadian/Tobagonian 6,429 9.7%
West Indian 3,196 4.8%
Other West Indian 240 0.4%
Grenadian 161 0.2%
British West Indian 58 0.1%
St Vincent Islander 52 0.1%
Total 66,034 100.0%
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County (FIPS code) Frequency  Percent
Queens 54,125 82.0%
The Bronx 6,961 10.5%
Brooklyn 3,879 5.9%
Manhattan 706 1.1%
Staten Island 363 0.5%
Total 66,034  100.0%

Data Source: CUNY Center for Urban Research ACS 2016-2020 5 year estimates

The following table focuses on the Indo-Caribbean population in Queens. While Indo-
Caribbeans are likely to be foreign-born, nearly two-thirds (64%) are voting age citizens. The
median age of 41 is further evidenced by a majority (66%) working age population. The median
household income is $86,293 and homeownership among Indo-Caribbeans in Queens is
relatively high at 64%. Nearly all Indo-Caribbeans in Queens speak English only. Educational
attainment among Indo-Caribbean adults in Queens shows a significant (38%) population share
who have not completed a high school level education.

Table 2
Median Household Income $86,293
Homeownership Rate 64%
Percent Foreign Born 73%
Percent Voting Age Citizen 64%
Percent Poor 11%
PUMAs Frequency Percent
Howard Beach/So Ozone Pk 17,206 32%
Jamaica 14,929 27%
Kew Gardens/Woodhaven 8,685 16%
Bellerose/Rosedale 6,258 12%
Hillcrest/Fresh Meadows 3,597 7%
Rockaways 1,355 3%
Middle Village/Ridgewood 681 1%
Elmhurst/Corona 417 1%
Jackson Heights 227 0.4%
Bayside/Little Neck 208 0.4%
Flushing/Whitestone 203 0.4%
Astoria 188 0.3%
Forest Hills/Rego Park 113 0.2%
Sunnyside/Woodside 58 0.1%
Total 54,125 100%
Age Composition Frequency Percent
Youth (0-17 years) 9,744 18%
Working Age (18-64 Years) 35,764 66%
Senior (65 Years and older) 8,617 16%
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Ability to Speak English (Age 5+) Frequency Percent

Well 187 0.4%
Very Well 750 1%
English Only 50,0738 98%
Educational Attainment, 25 years and older Frequency Percent
No HSD 14932 38%
HSD 9922 25%
Some College 7751 20%
BA or More 6688 17%

Data Source: CUNY Center for Urban Research ACS 2016-2020 5 year estimates

In addition to their concentration in the borough of Queens, Indo-Caribbeans are also
concentrated in a handful of PUMAs. PUMAs are equivalent to the NYC Department of City
Planning’s Community District Tabulation Areas (CDTAs) and are the smallest geographic area
for ACS data analysis. CDTAs are approximations of NYC’s 59 community districts. Indo-
Caribbeans stand out for their residential concentration in four PUMAs which account for 87%
of Queens residents who are Indo-Caribbean.

Source: New York City Department of City Planning, Population Factfinder.

Conclusion

New York City’s growing Indo-Caribbean population has settled in and transformed the
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park neighborhoods into a vibrant and diverse cultural and ethnic
community anchored by two commercial corridors. The social and economic fabric and identity
of these two neighborhoods is defined by the sizable Indo-Caribbean and South Asian
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populations. Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park is the epicenter for hundreds of small
businesses, community-based organizations, places of worship, and public institutions such as
schools that serve as key sites for Indo-Caribbean and South Asian community life and
engagement. Based on current academic studies and census data, this report documents how
Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park constitute an Asian community of interest and should be
united into one political district.

£

Tarry HOIm

February 21, 2023
Date
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https://www.vox.com/the-highlight/2019/9/18/20861446/new-york-city-chinatown-gentrification-lower-east-side
https://brooklyneagle.com/articles/2019/05/09/should-industry-city-be-rezoned/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/after-20-years-real-estate-chinatown-resident-turning-art-reclaim-n941696
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/after-20-years-real-estate-chinatown-resident-turning-art-reclaim-n941696

Hum Interview in “The Life and Imminent Death of a Latin Jazz Club in Queens,” New York
Times, January 27, 2017.

Hum Interview in “Urban Studies Department at Queens College to Have First Minority Woman
Chair,” World Journal, March 30, 2017. https://voicesofny.org/2017/03/urban-studies-dept-at-
gueens-college-to-have-first-minority-woman-chair/

Hum Interview in Sunset Park: The Blue-Sky Line. NYC Department of Records & Information
Services, http://www.archives.nyc/blog/2017/3/2/sunset-park-the-blue-sky-line.

Hum Presentation, Brooklyn Book Festival, September 17, 2017, It's Personal, Not Just Policy.
https://www.c-span.org/video/?433414-9/panel-discussion-immigrants.

Hum, Tarry. 2014. CUNY Bookbeat Podcast.
http://www1l.cuny.edu/mu/podcasts/2014/11/07/the-rise-of-sunset-park

Hum, Tarry. 2014. Interview by Brian Lehrer on WNYC’s The Brian Lehrer Show, August 6.
http://www.wnyc.org/story/globallocal-sunset-park/

Opinion Essays

Hum, Tarry. 2020. Letter to the Editor: Flushing Waterfront Follies. Gotham Gazette: The Place
for New York Policy and Politics, November 20.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. A Flushing Tragedy Underscores Acute Affordable Housing Crisis. Gotham
Gazette: The Place for New York Policy and Politics, November 11.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. Special Flushing Waterfront District rezoning appeal is grounded in
misinformation. Queens Daily Eagle, September 15.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. Busting Industry City Rezoning Myths. Gotham Gazette: The Place for New
York Policy and Politics, September 14.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. Special Flushing Waterfront District: A Massive Giveaway? Gotham Gazette:
The Place for New York Policy and Politics, January 31.

Hum, Tarry. 2019. Industry City and the Police Power of Zoning. Gotham Gazette: The Place for
New York Policy and Politics, April 10.

Hum, Tarry. 2018. Supercharging the Gentrification of Sunset Park. Gotham Gazette: The Place
for New York Policy and Politics, November 3.
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https://voicesofny.org/2017/03/urban-studies-dept-at-queens-college-to-have-first-minority-woman-chair/
https://voicesofny.org/2017/03/urban-studies-dept-at-queens-college-to-have-first-minority-woman-chair/
http://www.archives.nyc/blog/2017/3/2/sunset-park-the-blue-sky-line
https://www.c-span.org/video/?433414-9/panel-discussion-immigrants
http://www1.cuny.edu/mu/podcasts/2014/11/07/the-rise-of-sunset-park
http://www.wnyc.org/story/globallocal-sunset-park/
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9924-letter-to-editor-flushing-waterfront-follies
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9896-flushing-tragedy-acute-affordable-housing-crisis-queens-development
https://queenseagle.com/all/opinion-special-flushing-waterfront-district-rezoning-appeal-is-grounded-in-misinformation
https://queenseagle.com/all/opinion-special-flushing-waterfront-district-rezoning-appeal-is-grounded-in-misinformation
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9752-busting-industry-city-rezoning-myths-brooklyn-development-menchaca
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/9087-special-flushing-waterfront-district-massive-giveaway
https://www.gothamgazette.com/columnists/other/130-opinion/8438-industry-city-and-the-police-power-of-zoning.
http://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/8043-supercharging-the-gentrification-of-sunset-park.

Hum, Tarry. 2017. lllegal Conversions Crackdown Could Worsen City’s Housing Crisis. Gotham
Gazette: The Place for New York Policy and Politics, June 15.

Hum, Tarry. 2016. lllegal Conversions and South Brooklyn’s Affordable Housing Crisis. Gotham
Gazette: The Place for New York Policy and Politics, September19.

Hum, Tarry. 2016. Protecting Flushing’s Soul and Beyond. Gotham Gazette: The Place for New
York Policy and Politics, June 23.

Hum, Tarry and Samuel Stein. 2016. Flushing’s Affordable Housing At Risk. Gotham Gazette: The
Place for New York Policy and Politics, May 2.

Hum, Tarry. 2015. There is Nothing Innovative about Displacement. Gotham Gazette: The Place
for New York Policy and Politics, October 21.

Hum, Tarry. 2015. City Still Needs Industrial Manufacturing Policy. Gotham Gazette: The Place
for New York Policy and Politics, July 23.

Hum, Tarry. 2015. Sunset Park Redevelopment Proposal Misses the Mark. Gotham Gazette: The
Place for New York Policy and Politics, April 1.

Hum, Tarry and Carl Hum. 2015. Moving Forward in Sunset Park. Gotham Gazette: The Place for
New York Policy and Politics.

Hum, Tarry. 2014. Inclusion in the Creative Economy? North Philly Notes, Temple University
Press.

Hum, Tarry, Laura Wolf-Powers, and Greg Smithsimon. 2013. “City leaders would do grave
disservice by chipping away at Flushing Meadows-Corona Park in Queens.” New York Daily
News, July 19.

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Hum, Tarry. Book Monograph titled, Global China: Transnational Capital, Growth Coalitions,
and City Building in Immigrant New York.

PUBLICATIONS

Hum, Tarry. 2022. When Elites Hide Behind Populist Rhetoric: The Case of "Flushing United"
Progressive City.

Hum, Tarry. 2022. Brooklyn Metropolitan Detention Center and Sunset Park, p. 272-275. A
People’s Guide to New York City, eds., Carolina Bank Munoz, Penny Lewis, Emily Tumpson
Molina, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.
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https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/7000-illegal-conversions-crackdown-could-worsen-city-s-housing-crisis.
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/6532-illegal-conversions-and-south-brooklyn-s-affordable-housing-crisis.
https://www.gothamgazette.com/index.php/opinion/6407-protecting-the-soul-of-flushing-beyond
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/6311-flushing-s-affordable-housing-at-risk
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/5942-there-is-nothing-innovative-about-displacement-industry-city
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/5820-city-industrial-manufacturing-plan-still-needed-de-blasio-hum
https://www.gothamgazette.com/opinion/5666-sunset-park-redevelopment-proposal-misses-the-mark-tarry-hum
https://www.gothamgazette.com/index.php/opinions/5578-moving-forward-in-sunset-park-menchaca-edc-hum
https://templepress.wordpress.com/2014/07/23/inclusion-in-the-creative-economy/
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/when-elites-hide-behind-populist-rhetoric-the-case-of-flushing-united

Hum, Tarry. 2021. Black Dispossession and the Making of Downtown Flushing. Progressive City.

Hum, Tarry, Ron Hayduk, Francois Pierre-Louis, Michael Krasner, co-editors. 2021. Immigrant
Crossroads: Globalization, Incorporation, and Placemaking in Queens, NY. Philadelphia, PA:
Temple University Press.
Reviewed in Journal of Urban Affairs, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Metropolitics,
Progressive City.

Hum, Tarry. 2021. Introduction: Immigrant Crossroads, p.1-23. Immigrant Crossroads:
Globalization, Incorporation, and Placemaking in Queens, NY. Philadelphia, PA: Temple
University Press.

Stein, Samuel and Tarry Hum. 2021. Chapter 12: “’The Politics of a “New Deal’ for Roosevelt
Avenue: Business Improvement Districts, Placemaking, and Community Resistance,” pp. 299-
322. Immigrant Crossroads: Globalization, Incorporation, and Placemaking in Queens, NY.
Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. Chapter 10: “’Flushing — the bigger, better and downright sexier Chinatown
of New York’: Transnational Growth Coalitions and Immigrant Economies,” pps. 215-242,
Immigrant Entrepreneurship in Cities: Global Perspectives, ed., Cathy Yang Liu, Springer
Publishing.

Hum, Tarry and Dwayne Baker. 2020. Disrupt Disparities in Gentrification: Older Adults in
Gentrifying New York, DISRUPT DISPARITIES 2.0, AARP, pps. 26-34.

Hum, Tarry. 2020. The Fallacy of ‘Industry City, Our Way’. Progressive City.

Hum, Tarry. 2019. “Made in NY? Innovation Economies and Immigrant Precarity.” Gotham
Center Blog.

Hum, Tarry. 2018. “Minority Banks, Homeownership, and Prospects for New York City’s Multi-
Racial Immigrant Neighborhoods”, pp. 140-155 in A Shared Future: Fostering Communities of
Inclusion in an Era of Inequality, eds., Christopher Herbert, Jonathan Spader, Jennifer Molinksy,
and Shannon Rieger. Cambridge, MA: Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University.

Hum, Tarry and Samuel Stein. 2017. “Gentrification and the Future of Work in New York City’s

)

‘Chinatowns’,” pp. 207-216. Asian American Matters: A New York Anthology.

Hum, Tarry. 2017. “’Get Ready Sunset Park, ‘Brooklyn’ is Coming’: The Real Estate Imperatives
of an Innovation Ecosystem.” Progressive City.

Hum, Tarry. 2016. “The Hollowing Out of New York City’s Industrial Zones.” Metropolitics.
February 16.

Hum, 7


https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/black-dispossession-and-the-making-of-downtown-flushing
http://tupress.temple.edu/book/20000000009551
http://tupress.temple.edu/book/20000000009551
https://tupress.temple.edu/uploads/book/excerpt/2492_ch1.pdf
https://aarp-states.brightspotcdn.com/7c/47/7311bf8d4933b35b2f9f15d06de9/dd-booklet-2020-pdf-for-web.pdf
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2020/01/14/The-Fallacy-of-%E2%80%9CIndustry-City-Our-Way%E2%80%9D
https://www.gothamcenter.org/blog/made-in-new-york-innovation-economies-and-immigrant-precarity
http://jchs.harvard.edu/research/publications/shared-future-minority-banks-homeownership-and-prospects-new-york-citys-multi
http://jchs.harvard.edu/research/publications/shared-future-minority-banks-homeownership-and-prospects-new-york-citys-multi
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2017/07/11/
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2017/07/11/
https://metropolitiques.eu/The-Hollowing-Out-of-New-York-City.html

Hum, Tarry. 2014. Making a Global Immigrant Neighborhood: Brooklyn’s Sunset Park.
Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.
Reviewed in Progressive Planning Magazine, Choice, Urban Studies, American Journal of
Sociology, International Migration Review, Journal of American Ethnic History.

Hum, Tarry. 2014. “How Eighth Avenue Became Chinese.” Open City, Asian American Writers
Workshop.

Hum, Tarry. 2013. “”From Dump to Glory’”: Flushing River and Downtown Transformation.”
CUNY Forum, 1, 1:58-66.

Hum, Tarry. 2013. Invited entry on Asian and Minority Banks. Encyclopedia of Global Human
Migration, Volume Il, pp. 603-608. ed. Immanuel Ness. Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Ltd.

Hum, Tarry and Paul Ong. 2012. Editors’ Introduction. Special Issue of AAPI Nexus: Policy,
Practice and Community. Asian Americans in Global Cities: Los Angeles-New York Connections
and Comparisons, 10, 2: v-ix.

Hum, Tarry. 2012. “Chinatown and the Decline of Immigrant Garment Clusters in the Fashion
Capital of the World.” Progressive Planning Magazine. Winter 190: 31-34.

Hum, Tarry. 2011. “The Changing Landscape of Asian Entrepreneurship, Minority-Owned Banks
and Community Development.” AAPI Nexus: Policy, Practice and Community, Special Issue on
Forging the Future: The Role of New Research, Data, & Policies for Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders, 9, 1-2: 78-91.

Hum, Tarry. 2011. “Minority-Owned Banks in New York City: Is the Community Reinvestment
Act Relevant?” Journal of Civil Rights and Economic Development, Symposium Issue: The Fall of
the Economy, How New York Can Rise to the Challenge, St. John’s University School of Law,
Spring, 25, 3:501-524.

Hum, Tarry. 2011. “Persistent Polarization in the New York Workforce: New Findings of Labor
Market Segmentation.” Regional Labor Review, Center for the Study of Labor and Democracy,
Hofstra University, Spring-Summer, 13: 22-29.

Hum, Tarry. 2010. “Planning in Neighborhoods with Multiple Publics: Opportunities and
Challenges for Community-Based Nonprofit Organizations.” Journal of Planning and Education

Research, 29, 4: 461-477.

Hum, Tarry. 2009. “A Racist Rezoning? Gentrification and New York City’s Historic Immigrant
Neighborhoods.” Progressive Planning Magazine, Spring 179: 18-23.
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Hum, Tarry. 2008. “Defending Neighborhoods with Multiple Publics: Opportunities and
Challenges for Community-Based Nonprofit Organizations.” Baruch College Center for
Nonprofit Strategy and Management Working Paper Series, School of Public Affairs.

Hum, Tarry and Jerome Krase. 2007. “Immigrant Global Neighborhoods: Perspectives from Italy
and the United States,” in Ethnic Landscapes in an Urban World, edited by Ray Hutchison,
Research in Urban Sociology, Volume Eight, Elsevier Press.

Hum, Tarry. 2006. “New York City’s Asian Immigrant Economies: Community Development
Needs and Challenges,” in Jobs and Economic Development in Minority Communities: Realities,
Challenges and Innovation, edited by Paul Ong and Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, Temple
University Press.

Hum, Tarry. 2005. “Immigration Grows to Half of New York’s Labor Force,” Regional Labor
Review, Center for the Study of Labor and Democracy, Hofstra University, Spring/Summer, 20-
24

Hum, Tarry. 2005. Entries in The Encyclopedia of Racism, edited by Pyong Gap Min. Westwood,
CT: Greenwood Publishing Group.

Hum, Tarry. 2004. “Immigrant Global Neighborhoods in New York City,” in Race and Ethnicity in
New York City, edited by Jerome Krase and Ray Hutchison, Research in Urban Sociology, Volume
Seven, Elsevier Publishers.

Hum, Tarry. 2004. “Asian Immigrant Settlements in New York City: Defining ‘Communities of
Interest’.” AAPI Nexus: Policy, Practice and Community, 2, 2: 20-48.

Hum, Tarry. 2003. “Mapping Global Production in New York City’s Garment Industry: The Role
of Sunset Park, Brooklyn’s Immigrant Economy.” Economic Development Quarterly, 17, 3: 294-
309.

Hum, Tarry. 2003. “Asian New Yorkers in a Majority ‘Minority’ City,” in The New Faces of Asian
Pacific America: Numbers, Diversity, and Change in the 21°t Century, A Joint Publication of
AsianWeek, National Coalition for Asian Pacific American Community Development, and the
UCLA Asian American Studies Center.

Hum, Tarry. 2002. “Asian and Latino Immigration and the Revitalization of Sunset Park,
Brooklyn,” in Intersections and Divergences: Contemporary Asian Pacific American
Communities, edited by Linda Vo and Rick Bonus, Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.

Hum, Tarry. 2002. “Immigrant Economies and Neighborhood Revitalization: A Case Study of
Sunset Park,” New School University ICMEC Working Papers, Project on Immigrants and New
York City at the Turn of the Century: Essays on Employment, Education, Health and Public
Policy.
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Hum, Tarry. 2000. “The Promises and Dilemmas of Immigrant Ethnic Economies,” in Asian and
Latino Immigrants in a Restructuring Economy: The Metamorphosis of Southern California,
edited by Marta Lopez-Garza and David R. Diaz, Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press.

Hum, Tarry. 2000. “A ‘Protected Niche’?: Immigrant Ethnic Economies and Labor Market
Segmentation,” in Prismatic Metropolis: Inequality in Los Angeles, edited by Lawrence Bobo,
James H. Johnson, Melvin L. Oliver, and Abel Valenzuela, New York, NY: Russell Sage
Foundation.

Hum, Tarry and Michela Zonta. 2000. “Residential Patterns of Asian Americans,” in The State of
Asian Pacific America: Transforming Race Relations, edited by Paul Ong, Los Angeles, CA: LEAP
Asian Pacific American Public Policy Institute and UCLA Asian American Studies Center.

Hum, Tarry, Paul Ong, Dennis Arguelles, et al. 1999. Beyond Asian American Poverty:
Community Economic Development Policies and Strategies. Los Angeles, CA: LEAP Asian Pacific
American Public Policy Institute and UCLA Asian American Studies Center. 2" Printing.

Hum, Tarry. 1999. “Immigrant Economies and New York City's Garment Industry: New
Community Development Challenges,” in Planners Network Newsletter, June/July.

Hum, Tarry. 1997. “The ‘New’ Immigration: Implications for Asian Pacific American Studies,” in
Asian Pacific Americans and the U.S. Southwest, edited by Thomas K. Nakayama and Carlton F.
Yoshioka, Tempe, AZ: Arizona State University.

BOOK REVIEWS

Book Review of Chromatic Homes: The Joy of Color in Historic Places by John |. “Hans”
Gilderbloom, American Journal of Sociology, January 2020, 125, 4.

Book Review of Immigrant and Minority Entrepreneurship: The Continuous Rebirth of American
Communities, eds., John Sibley Butler and George Kozmetsky, Journal of American Ethnic
History, 2006, Winter/Spring, 24, 2-3: 302-303.

Book Review of Chinatown: Most Time, Hard Time by Chalsa M. Loo, Amerasia Journal, 1995,
21, 1-2: 194-196.

Review Essay of Chinatown: The Socioeconomic Potential of an Urban Enclave by Min Zhou,
Chinatown No More: Taiwan Immigrants in Contemporary New York by Hsiang-shui Chen, and
Chinatown: A Portrait of a Closed Society by Gwen Kinkead, Oral History Review, 1995, 21, 1:
115-121.

RESEARCH AND PLANNING REPORTS
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Social Justice Recommendations for Mayor-Elect Eric Adams. December 2021. New Yorkers for
Social Justice: A Citizens’ Commission Making Recommendations to Eric Adams.

CUNY Asian American Full-Time Faculty: A Preliminary Study of Rank and Discipline. July 2012.
Report to CUNY Diversity Projects Development Fund.

Solar Flushing. June 2012. Faculty supervisor for a report prepared by Spring 2012 QC Urban
Studies 373 and 760 classes. Prepared for community stakeholders including John Choe One
Flushing, City Councilmember Peter Koo and Assemblywoman Grace Meng.

Planning the Future of Flushing’s Waterfront. January 2012. Faculty supervisor for a
collaboration between Spring 2011 QC Urban Studies 220 and 760.1 classes and the MinKwon
Center for Community Action on a community survey study.

Chinatown Gentrification: A Multi-City Study. Fall 2011. Faculty supervisor for a collaboration
between Fall 2011 QC Urban Studies 320 and 760.1 classes and the Asian American Legal
Defense and Education Fund on a multi-city study of gentrification in New York City,
Philadelphia, and Boston Chinatowns.

Flushing Commons: Creating Public Space for Multiple Publics. Summer 2010. Faculty
supervisor for a report prepared by Spring 2010 QC Urban Studies 220 and 760.1 classes on
Planning the Future of Downtown Flushing. Prepared for community stakeholders including
Queens Community Board 7, TDC Development LLC, NYC Economic Development Corporation,
and City Councilmember Peter Koo.

Final Report on Inter-Community Collaborative Forums, 2006-2007. May 2008. Synthesis of
Ford Foundation sponsored inter-community forums on the state of race relations in New York
City. Prepared for the Korean American Community Foundation, Program to Advance Inter-
Community Relationships.

Redistricting and the New Demographics: Defining ‘Communities of Interest’ in New York City.
2002. Summary proceedings of a conference organized by NYU A/P/A Studies and Queens
College Department of Urban Studies.

Asian Neighborhoods in New York City: Locating Boundaries and Common Interests. February
2002. Prepared for the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund.

Sunset Park, Brooklyn’s Neighborhood Economy: Firm Survey Findings and Policy Implications.
2002. Report to Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez, City Councilor Angel Rodriguez, Chang Xie,
Director of the Chinese American Planning Council, Renee Giordano, Executive Director of
Sunset Park Business Improvement District, and Teresa Williams, Executive Director of
Southwest Brooklyn Industrial Development Corporation.
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https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/064-22/mayor-adams-receives-report-social-justice-commission#/0

Global Neighborhoods in a Majority ‘Minority’ City: Defining a Research Framework. 2002.
Report to the Ford Foundation.

Asian Pacific American New Yorkers: Trends and Patterns into the 215t Century. 2000. Prepared
for the Asian American Federation New York.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

New York City Racial Justice Commission. July 27, 2021. Testimony on Achieving Racial Equity
in Housing and Land Justice Panel.

Queens Museum. December 9, 2020. Panelist on “Gentrification and the Pandemic: The Fight
for Flushing,” presented in conjunction with artist Betty Yu’s installation Resistance in Progress.

5t Annual Robert Fitch Memorial Lecture. October 28, 2019. “Chinese Transnational Capital
and City Building in Immigrant New York.” LaGuardia Community College Little Theater.

CUNY Law’s Community and Economic Development Clinic. Panelist on “Investor Invasion of
the Small Homes Market in Queens.” October 10, 2019. CUNY School of Law.

American Sociological Association. 114" Annual Conference. Panelist: People’s Guide to New
York City. August 10, 2019, New York City.

Columbia University. Lecture in Urban Planning Series. April 30, 2019. Invited Presentation,
Made in NY: Innovation Economies, Waterfront Rezoning, and Post-Industrial Gentrification.

Urban Affairs Association. 49™ Annual Conference, April 24-27, 2019. Panelist, Mayor de Blasio
and the Political and Limits of “Progressive” Municipal Governments. UCLA.

Urban Affairs Association. 49™ Annual Conference, April 24-27, 2019. Presentation, Revisiting
“Strategic Self-Orientalism”: Immigrant Growth Coalitions and the Brooklyn Friendship
Archway. UCLA.

American Historical Association. 134th Annual Conference. Panelist: Historically Informed
Present-Day Activism in the City. January 3, 2019

Mellon Conference. Understanding Diverse and Inclusive Communities. Presentation,
Manufacturing Innovation: A Study of Garment Production in Brooklyn’s Sunset Park,

November 12, 2018.

Brooklyn Community Board 7. Town Hall. October 1, 2018. Invited Presentation, Industry City
Rezoning: Economic Effects on Sunset Park.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oLVqnaqEoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oLVqnaqEoY
http://aftertheplasterfoundation.queensmuseum.org/contents/betty-yu?utm_source=Single+QM+Staff&utm_campaign=57576e216c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_04_03_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8c9d26092b-57576e216c-246209078

New York City Economic Development Corporation, October 7, 2017. Invited Presentation,
Making a Global Neighborhood: Brooklyn’s Sunset Park.

Brooklyn Book Festival, September 17, 2017. Invited Presentation, It's Personal, Not Just Policy.
https://www.c-span.org/video/?433414-9/panel-discussion-immigrants.

Brooklyn Public Library, May 6, 2017. Invited Presentation, Sunset Park: Then and Now.

Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies, A Shared Future: Fostering Communities of Inclusion
in an Era of Inequality, April 19, 2017. Invited Presentation, Minority Banks and
Homeownership: Prospects for New York City’s Multi-Racial Immigrant Neighborhoods.

Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker Education and Labor Studies, March 5, 2017. Invited
Presentation, Minority Banks and the American Dream: Prospects for New York City’s Multi-
Racial Immigrant Neighborhoods.

CUNY Graduate Center, November 9, 2016. Invited Presentation, Chinese Transnational Capital
and Real Estate Financialization in NYC’s “Chinatowns”

Brown University, John M. Nelson Center for Entrepreneurship, December 5, 2016. Invited
Presentation, Immigrant Crossroads: The Contested Politics Of A Business Improvement
District for Roosevelt Avenue.

MAANY Comparative Racialization and the Future of Asian American Studies in New York
City, December 9, 2016. Invited Presentation, “Strategic Self-Orientalism” in Latino-Asian
Sunset Park: The Politics of the Brooklyn Friendship Archway.

Hofstra University, October 14, 2015. Invited Presentation, Immigration and New York's
Future: 50 Years After a Landmark Law.

CUNY Central Office of Recruitment and Diversity, May 18, 2015. Invited Presentation on
“Making an Immigrant Global Neighborhood: Brooklyn’s Sunset Park.”

CUNY Mapping Asian American New York, Graduate Center’s Center for Place, Politics, and
Culture, April 29, 2015. Presentation on “Immigrant Growth Coalitions and the Financialization
of Community Development: The Role of Ethnic and Transnational Banks.”

CUNY Master of Arts in Liberal Studies, Fashion Studies and The Center for the Study of
Women & Society Graduate Center, April 13, 2015. Invited Presentation on “Made in New York
City? The Decline of Immigrant Garment Clusters in the Fashion Capital of the World.”

Urban Studies Initiative, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Brooklyn College, March 30,
2015. Invited Presentation on “Making an Immigrant Global Neighborhood: Brooklyn’s Sunset
Park.”
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Protest and Resistance in the Tourist City: An International Symposium, Center for
Metropolitan Studies, Berlin University of Technology, November 27-30, 2014. Invited
Presentation on “’Beyond the Tourist Safety Zone’: The Politics of a New Deal for Roosevelt
Avenue.”

CUNY Graduate Center Public Talks, November 19, 2014. Invited panelist on Gentrification and
Inequality.

University of Pennsylvania, November 11, 2014. Invited presentation on “Beyond Ethnic Banks:
Chinese Transnational Capital and the Financialization of Community Development.”

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. Big Ideas, Global Impacts, October 30-November
2, 2014. Presentation on “Immigrant Growth Coalitions and The Financialization of Community
Development: The Role of Transnational and Ethnic Banks.”

Brooklyn Waterfront Research Center, October 24, 2014. Invited presentation on
“Powerplants, Sex Shops, Industrial Zones and Open Space: The Politics of a Sustainable
Working Waterfront.”

Barnard College, Whose City? Change, Race and Culture Workshop, October 17, 2014. Invited
presentation on “Gentrifying Sunset Park: The Role of Transnational Capital and Immigrant
Growth Coalitions.”

AAPI Policy Research Consortium, Expanding the Asian American & Pacific Islander Voice in
National Policy, April 11, 2012. Participated on future directions panel. National Educational
Association, Washington DC.

Association of Asian American Studies, Expanding the Political: Power, Poetics, Practices, April
11-14, 2012. Organized panel on Immigrant Political Incorporation: Lessons for Theory and
Practice, and presented “’Synergy in Diversity’: The Maturation of New York City’s Asian
American Electorate in 2009”.

The Center for American Progress and UCLA Asian American Studies Center, October 28, 2011.
Invited participation on Role of New Research, Data, Policies for Asian Americans, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders.

The New American Leaders Project. Asian American Communities Building Political Power, May
6, 2011. Invited presentation on “2009 New York City Council District 19 and 20 Races:

Implications for Asian American Political Representation”.

NYC Asian American Students Conference @ New York University, April 16, 2011. Invited
presentation on “PROJECT Community: Out of the Classroom into the Streets”.
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New York University Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Conference. The Triangle Fire 100 Years
Later, March 23, 2011. Invited presentation on “Contemporary NYC Sweatshops: Manhattan
Chinatown and Brooklyn’s Sunset Park.”

The White House Initiative for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Research and Data
Convening, December 10-11, 2010. Invited presentation on “The Changing Landscape of Asian
Entrepreneurship, Ethnic Banks, and Community Economic Development.”

Asian Americans for Equality. Flushing Now, Flushing Tomorrow: A Symposium on the
Neighborhood’s Transformation, December 3, 2010. Invited presentation on “Neighborhood
Planning and Community-University Partnerships.”

Queens College Asian/American Center Summer Institute. Studying the Global in the Local,
July 30, 2010. Invited presentation on “Economic Development and Community Sustainability in
Downtown Flushing.”

New York Community Media Alliance. Effective Messaging on Women’s Issues Conference,
CUNY Graduate School of Journalism, June 25, 2010. Invited presentation on “New York City
Women'’s Labor Market and Economic Profile.”

Columbia University, Graduate School of Architecture and Urban Planning. Invited Guest Critic.
The Power Studio Il: New York Energy [Buffalo + Brooklyn], December 12, 2009.

Columbia University, School of Journalism. New York Times Reporter and Professor Samuel
Freedman’s Graduate Reporting Class. Invited guest speaker on the Queens Economy, July 28,
2009.

Initiative for Regional and Community Transformation, Bloustein School of Planning and
Public Policy, Rutgers University. Dialogue on People and Place Development Policy, June 3,
2009. Invited presentation on “Workforce Development in New York City’s Chinatowns.”

ARNOVA. The Global Pursuit of Social Justice: Challenges to Nonprofits and Civil Society,
November 15-17, 2007. Presentation on “Defending Neighborhoods with Multiple Publics:
Opportunities and Challenges for Community-Based Nonprofit Organizations.”

Asian Americans For Equality. Asian American Community Development Conference. October
26, 2007. Invited presentation on “The State of Asian New Yorkers: 2007 and Beyond.”

Urban Affairs Association. Cities and Migration: Opportunities and Challenges, April 25-28,
2007. Presentation on “Ethnic Banks and Immigrant Neighborhood Development.”

Association of Asian American Studies. Crosstown Connections: Asian American Urbanism and
Interracial Encounters, April 5-7, 2007. Presentation on “Transforming Urban Spaces: The Role
of Ethnic Banks in Immigrant Neighborhoods.”
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Eastern Sociological Society. New Diversity: Persistent Inequality, March 15-18, 2007.
Presentation on “Ethnic Banks and Immigrant Neighborhood Development: A Case Study of
Brooklyn’s Sunset Park.”

NYC Museums Educators Roundtable. Forum on Museum Education and Immigrant
Communities, October 18, 2006. Invited presentation on “Why Museums are Relevant to
Immigrant Communities: Insights from the Queens Museum of Art Surveys.”

New York City Bar Association. Symposium on Immigration Reform: National Challenges and
Local Responses, May 23, 2006. Invited presentation on Immigration and Changing
Neighborhoods.

Latin American Studies Association, XXVI International Congress, March 15, 2006. Presentation
on “Immigrant Global Neighborhoods in New York City.”

Harvard Law School. Controversy: The 12th Annual National APA Conference on Law and Public
Policy, March 3, 2006. Invited presentation on “Future of the APA Electorate: Insights from New
York City.”

Queens Museum of Art. World Premiere Screening of On Calloway Street on the 40t
Anniversary of the Hart-Celler Act, October 2, 2005. Invited presentation on “The
Transformative Impact of the 1965 Hart-Celler Act.”

American Planning Association New York Metro Chapter. Panel Discussion on Immigration and
Planning, March 10, 2005. Invited presentation on Planning in Multi-Ethnic Immigrant
Neighborhoods.

CUNY Conference for High School Counselors. Panel presentation on Research Activities at
CUNY. April 12, 2005.

Queens College and Five Borough Institute. Working in New York: Looking Back, Looking Ahead,
September 28, 2004. Presentation on “Immigrant Work in New York City”.

Queens College Faculty Group on Global Migration/Immigration, Urbanism and the
Contemporary University. Presentation on “The Digital Politics of Neighborhood Turf: Internet
Cafes and Youth Relations.” October 29, 2003.

Queens College Asian/American Center. Symposium on “Bridging Communities and Scholars,”
February 25, 2003. Presentation on “Asian Diversity and Growth: Defining Community Studies
and Research.”

Asian Pacific Americans in Higher Education Conference. “Campus Communities: Promises and
Prospects of Asians and Pacific Islanders in Higher Education,” November 1-2, 2002. Columbia
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University, NY. Presentation on “Responding to 9/11: The Role of Chinatown Nonprofit
Organizations.”

Harvard University Civil Rights Project. Roundtable Conference on “Emerging Civil Rights Issues
in the Asian American Community,” October 4-5, 2002. Invited presentation on Housing and
Community Development Issues.

Asian American/Asian Research Institute. Asian American Leadership Conference: Healing and
Rebuilding New York, May 10, 2002. Baruch College, CUNY. Presentation on “Challenges in
Data Collection for Community Studies.”

Asian American/Asian Research Institute. Invited Lecture Series, April 18, 2002. Presentation on
“Asian Growth and Diversity in NYC: Towards a Community Research and Policy Agenda.”
Summary available on http://www.aaari.org

Urban Affairs Association. What'’s Right About Cities and an Urban Way of Life, March 20-23,
2002. Boston, MA. Presentation on “Global Neighborhoods in New York City: Defining
Boundaries and Common Interests.”

Columbia University Urban Issues Workshop. Invited presentation on “Asian Neighborhoods in
New York City: Locating Boundaries and Common Interests.” February 19, 2002.

UCLA Minority Economic Development Seminar. Ralph and Goldy Lewis Center for Regional
Policy Studies and Department of Urban Planning, March 11, 2002. Invited presentation on
“Economic Development in Asian American Communities.”

New York Voting Rights Consortium Community Forum. January 26, 2002. “Drawing Democracy
for New York’s New Majority,” Community Service Society, NY. Presentation on “Asian New
Yorkers: Demographic and Settlement Patterns.”

New York Voting Rights Consortium. September 26, 2001. New York, NY. Presentation on
“Preliminary Findings from the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund’s Community
Survey Project.”

International Network on Immigrant Entrepreneurship. Third Conference on “Public Policy and
the Institutional Context of Immigrant Businesses” sponsored by the Targeted Socio-Economic
Research (TSER) Programme of the European Commission DG XII, the SCSS Exploratory Grant
Scheme, European Science Foundation (ESF) and co-sponsored by the Dutch Foundation for
Scientific Research NOW, March 22-25, 2001. Liverpool, England. Presentation on “Mapping
Global Production in New York City: The Role Sunset Park, Brooklyn's Immigrant Economy.”

Brooklyn Historical Society. The Lion Dance: Celebrating the Chinese New Year in Brooklyn,
January 28, 2001. Presentation on “New Immigration to Sunset Park.”
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New School University. Concluding Conference for an ICMEC Project on “New Immigrants in
New York: The Incorporation of Recent Immigrants,” December 7 and 8, 2000. Presentations
on “Pursing a “High” or “Low” Road: Future Prospects for Immigrant Workers in New York's
Garment Industry,” and “Immigrant Economies and Neighborhood Revitalization: A Case Study
of Sunset Park, Brooklyn.”

Queens College Department of Urban Studies and NYU Asian/Pacific/American Studies
Program. Defining ‘Communities of Interest’ Symposium, December 2-3, 2000. Presentation on
NYC demographic trends and served as panel moderator.

President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Eastern Region
Town Hall Meeting, September 18, 2000, New York University. Testimony on data and research
needs in the Asian American community.

CUNY Graduate Center’s Center for Urban Studies and University of Amsterdam Center for the
Metropolitan Environment. Regional Change and Governance: The Social Construction and
Regulation of Public Space, May 23-24, 2000. Discussant on “Social Exclusion/Spatial
Stratification/Neighborhood Change.”

Urban Affairs Association. Cities in the New Millennium: Separate Realities or Shared Fates?,
May 3-6, 2000. Los Angeles, California. Presentation on "Pursuing the High or Low Road?:
Future Prospects for Immigrant Workers in NYC's Garment Industry."

American Museum of Natural History. Senses of Home: Dialogue Within Communities, January
8, 2000. Presentation on "Sunset Park, Brooklyn: From Finntown to Chinatown."

CUNY Community and Labor Organizing Seminar. Workplace Organizing with Immigrants:
Challenges in Making Labor/Community Connections, December 17, 1999. Hunter College
School of Social Work. Presentation on Sunset Park’s immigrant garment industry.

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference. Rebuilding Nature's Metropolis:
Growth and Sustainability in the 21% Century, October 21-24, 1999. Chicago, lllinois.
Presentation on "Mapping Global Production in New York City: The Role of Sunset Park,
Brooklyn's Immigrant Ethnic Economy."

Association for Asian American Studies Conference. Origins and Crossings, March 31 - April 3,
1999. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Presentation on "'A Community of Interest': New York's
Historic and Satellite Chinatowns," and roundtable participant on "Demystifying Community,
Re-envisioning the Mission."

Planners Network Conference. Working for A Decent Living: Bridging the Gap Between Labor

and Community, June 17-20, 1999. Lowell, Massachusetts. Presenter in "Organizing Against
Sweatshops" workshop.
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National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. Wealth, Markets, and Social Change, October 1,
1998. Rockefeller University. Moderator.

Chinatown Voter Education Alliance. Electing Our Representatives in the 21% Century, July 1,
1998. New York City Planning Commission, Spector Hall. Invited presentation on "Changing
Demographics of Asian Americans in New York City."

"One America in the 21°t Century" - The President's Initiative on Race. "Race and Poverty,"
February 11, 1998. San Jose, CA. Invited presentation on Asian Americans and Working
Poverty.

East of California Conference. Rethinking Paradigms, Rethinking Strategies for Asian American
Studies, November 14-15, 1997. The New School for Social Research. Presentation on “Neither
“Top Down’ or "Bottom Up’: Urban Planning for Multiple Publics.”

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference. Planning in the Americas, November
6-9, 1997. Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Presentation on “Immigrant Ethnic Economies in World
Cities: Implications for Urban Economic Development.”

Chinese in the Americas Conference. “Where is Home?,” October 10-12, 1997. New York
University. Presentation on “The New Immigration in Sunset Park, Brooklyn: Ethnic Succession

or Global Transformation?”

Association for Asian American Studies Conference. Defining the Asian Pacific Century:
Nurturing Roots, April 17-19, 1997. Seattle, Washington. Presentation on “Gendering the
Ethnic Economy.”

Association for Asian American Studies Conference. Thinking Power, May 29-June 2, 1996.
Washington, D.C. Presentation on “The Promises and Dilemmas of Immigrant Ethnic
Economies.”

Russell Sage Foundation. Searching for Work, Searching for Workers, September 28-29, 1995.
Presentation on “Immigrant Ethnic Economies in Los Angeles: A Comparative Analysis of the
Significance of Nativity, Ethnicity, and Space.”

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

Urban Affairs Association. Best Book Award Selection Committee. 2020 and 2021.

Columbia University. GSAPP A6891 Contested Sights: Urban Design in the Wild,
Reviewer, August 10, 2021.

Queens College Associate Provost Search Committee. Fall 2018.
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School of Professional Studies Urban Studies Curriculum Review Committee. January 2016
QC Urban Studies, Undergraduate Advisor, 2016 — 2017.

Advisor, Asian American Writers’ Workshop, OPEN CITY: Blogging Urban Change, 2010 —
Present.

Member of the Immigrants and Wealth Working Group, Closing the Racial Wealth Gap
Initiative, Insight Center for Community Economic Development, 2009 — Present.

QC Urban Studies, Member of P & B Committee, 2006 - 2017.

Member of Editorial Board. AAPI Nexus: Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Policy, Practice, and
Community. 2002 — Present.

Consultant, The Pratt Center/Collective Partnership, February 2013 — January 2014.
QC Urban Studies, Acting Environmental Studies Advisor, Spring 2013.

Project Participant. Making Midtown: A New Vision for a 21st Century Garment District in New
York City. Design Trust for Public Space. 2012.

PSC-CUNY Research Award Applications Panel Member, Political Science, Law & Criminal
Justice, Urban Studies Panel, Spring 2010 -2013.

Member of Board of Directors, Asian American Research Institute/CUNY, 2008 — 2010.
Expert Reviewer, Center for the Study of Brooklyn, Brooklyn Trends Report, 2008 - 2010.

Member of Advisory Board, Center for Social Inclusion, Race and Opportunity in the New York
Region, 2008 — 2009.

Consultant to Queens Museum of Art on immigrant outreach and programming. 2006.
Panel Member for New York City Comptroller’s Risk Management Award. 2006 and 2003.

Chair, Board of Directors, UPROSE — United Puerto Rican Organization of Sunset Park. 2000 —
2006.

Member of Rebuild Chinatown Initiative. Asian Americans for Equality. 2002 — 2003.

CUNY Honors College. Participated in faculty planning and curriculum development, and taught
the Honors College seminar on the Peopling of New York. 2001-2007.
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Consultant to Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund. Directed the community
survey project, analyzed and prepared a report on survey findings. 2000 — 2002.

Member of Academic Advisory Board. US Dept. of Commerce, Economic Development
Administration study on “Economic Needs of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in
Distressed Areas.” 2001 — 2002.

Consultant to Asian American Federation New York. Prepared application for CIC designation,
consulted on census research, prepared maps and tables on Asian American population
demographics for public outreach and educational use. 1999 —2001.

Queens College Freshman Year Initiative (FYI). Participated in FYl and taught the Urban Studies
class on Poverty and Affluence. 1999.

Consultant to Museum of the Chinese in the Americas. Research consultant for an exhibit on
Sunset Park, Brooklyn, "A Good Place to Land One's Feet: Brooklyn's New Chinese Community."
1998 — 1999.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Executive Director, Asian Community Development Corporation, Boston, MA, 1988 — 1990
Executive Director, Chinatown-South Cove Neighborhood Council, Boston, MA, 1987 — 1988
BOOK MANUSCRIPT AND JOURNAL ARTICLE REVIEW

Housing Studies

Urban Affairs Review

Local Environment

Sociological Inquiry

Journal of Planning Education and Research

City and Society

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research
Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies
Contemporary Sociology

Journal of Planning Literature

AAPI Nexus: Asian American & Pacific Islanders, Policy, Practice, and Community
Temple University Press

SUNY Albany Press

Rutgers University Press

Palgrave Macmillan

University of Massachusetts Press

GRANTS REVIEW
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Russell Sage Foundation
PSC CUNY Research Award Program, Political Science, Law & Criminal Justice, Urban Studies
Panel

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning
Association of Asian American Studies

Planners Network

Eastern Sociological Society

Latin American Studies Association

Latinos and Planning, American Planning Association
Urban Affairs Association
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Testimony May 26, 2022



From: Jagpreet Singh <_>

Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2022 11:26 AM
To: Public Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Jagpreet Singh - Desis Rising Up and Moving Testimony

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@cyber.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Good Afternoon Commissioners,

My name is Jagpreet Singh. | am the Political Director for DRUM, Desis Rising up and Moving. We are a
membership based grassroots organization that organizes with the working class South Asian and Indo-
Caribbean communities across New York City around building power, immigration issues, and more. We are
here as part of the APA Voice Redistricting Task Force to ensure our voices are not erased in this process.

| want to thank you all for giving us the opportunity for public comment before the maps are drawn. | hope to
see more public engagement after the maps are released, especially in the outer boroughs where most of New
York City lives, and at times and dates that make it accessible to our working class communities.

| urge the commission to keep our communities of interest together. In speaking with our membership, we’ve
identified a number of communities of interest which are core to the everyday lives of our members and the
community at large.

In Queens the most prominent community of interest are South Asians, predominantly Punjabi, and Indo-
Caribbean communities in Richmond Hill and South Ozone park. This community has decades old ties to this
area, has built religious institutions, commercial hubs, and cultural centers, and is vital to the diverse fabric of
our city. The other community of interest in Queens is the Bangladeshi and Indian communities that make up
the Hillside corridor. | ask you to drive down this corridor from Jamaica to Glen Oaks and look for yourself what
this community has done to build up this area. Finally we have a large base in West Queens, in the asian
communities of interest of Woodside, EImhurst, and western Jackson Heights. These communities have
create an Asian hub in this part of queens synonymous with the cultural fabric and diversity of this city. The
folks in these communities celebrate lunar new year together, eat and shop along similar commercial corridors,
and worship together and deserve to be kept whole.

In the Bronx we urge the commission to ensure the Bangladeshi community in Parkchester is kept whole. They
have been pivotal to the growth of population in Parkchester and have become a key part of the larger
Parkchester community. They are currently in one district and we ask the commission to keep them there. In
Brooklyn we urge the commission to ensure that the Bangladeshi community in and around McDonald and
Church in Kensington are kept whole like they are currently. You can reference AALDEF’s communities of
interest maps for specifics of these communities.

The working class folks in these communities are the backbone of this city. They are the drivers, construction
workers, mothers, custodians, vendors, and more who work all hours of the day to ensure that New York City
is the city that never sleeps. They kept our city running before the pandemic, are risking their lives to run it
during this pandemic, and will continue to ensure that our city thrives.

Commissioners, it's up to you to ensure that their ability to advocate for their issues and organize in their
communities isn’t being trampled. We've seen in past cycles and other redistrictings that there are times our
communities are kept whole, but forced in districts with majority communities whose leverage makes it
impossible for our communities to build power. Please ensure our communities of interest are kept whole and
are able to build power.



Jagpreet Singh Political Director
Desis Rising up and Moving - DRUM
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council as part of its Preliminary proposals (Exhibit 31)

subsequently, at the July 21 Blake expressed

support for the Commission's plan (Exhibit 32)

n addition, Some representatives of Several Asian American

organizations in lower Manhattan and Flushing, Queens testified that

a 59-district council would provide their communities with a better
chance to elect representatives of their choice than a 51-district

council. If, however, the demographic estimates and projections
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rurthermore, the proposed charter explicitly requilres the

DistriCting Commission to accord extremely high priority to fair

effective representation of racial and language minority groups

7 and

protected by the Voting Rights Act.

Population equality
ellistrof criteria to be followed Db

and neighborhood integrity,

only the requirement of

(one person, one vote) is accorded higher

priority on th y the Commission.

all other criteria (community

compactness and borough integrity) are to be given less weight than

fair and effective representation of minorities (proposed section

52) .
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ASTAN-ANERICAN POPULATION PROJECTIONS
APPLIED TO CRC DISTRICT SCENARIOS
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% in Queens

31%
‘ 53%
chinese

Indians s

Filiplnos 62

Koreans 40%

Japanese 43%
Vietnamese ens increased

>>>Between 1
by 417%

>>>in 1980, about 40% of New :
in Queens, about 93,000 of 230,

undercount]

' ' increased b
>>> between 1980 and 1985, the U.S. Asian population 1n Y

48.5%

>>> between 1980 and 1987, the Queens Asian population nearly
tripled, from 5% of the borough to 14% ([toO c.300,000]

>>> Queens in 1987 is 14% Aslan, 16% Hispanic, 21%_ Black, and 49%
White

Estimates, 1988

New York City Chinese population: ¢.310,000
- Manhattan c.150,000

: Queens c.100,000 Flushing:
Brooklyn C% 60:000 : S e

New York City Korean population: c.200,000

Queens €.110,000 [Flushing: 65,000)

In 1988, we estimate at least :
and half live in Queens. °00,000 Asians in New York City,

Roger Sanjek, Acting Dir
22 March IQBé : Tl




Analysis of data and policy
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di © re€lled MponYconsideration of voting patterns and

positions of African Americans and Latinos. There has been almost

no consideration of Asians in this work.

It might be argued that efforts have been made to involve
Asian éommunity agencies, and we are not evaluating those efforts

the test of your work should be turned, instead.

analysis itself. It is this analysis on which Yyou
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We believe a great deal depends
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offer this comparison, which illustrates the third flaw in your
reasoning. We have looked at ¢the Asian population difference

between 51 and 59 districts in Key districts in Manhattan and

ueens. The result, particularly in Manhattan, is striking.
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Exhibit I:
New York Districting
Commission, 1991 City

Council Districting Plan

Certification (June 7, 1991).



June 7, 19391

Cerlos Cuevas
¢~ City Clerk and
Clerk of the Counc“

One Centre Stree: Roo
New York NY 10007 e

Re: 189; City Council Districting Plan

Dear Mr. Cuevas:

Enclosed for filing wit ¥y
eleven members of the D
& copy of the final plan

our office is an original of & statement signed by
istricting Commission, with exhibits. Exhibit A is
or the 1981 election of city council members.

stlacti‘on.l 152.d(11) of the New York City Charter provides that the
d1sr.r:ctm§ Commission eppointed in 1990 "shall prepare & districting plan
for the nineteen hundred ninety-one additional election of council
members . . .." Subparagraph (j)liii) of that section directs the
g]:g;rirr.ission to adopt its final plan on or before the seventh day of June,

Charter section 51.g. provides the process for adopting the final plan, as
follows:

[No plan shall be deemed adopted in accordance with either
[section 51, subdivision d or f] until the commission files,
with the city clerk, @ copy of [the final] plan and a
statement signed by at least nine members of the

B commission certifying that, within the constraint of
paragraph e of subdivision one of section fifty-two, the
criteria set forth in the other paragraphs of such subdivision
have been applied in the order in which they are listed and
that such criteria have been implemented, in such order, to

Suire 1616, 11 Parh Place. New York, New York 10007 (212) 766-22X0




Ca-"o1 Cumemn
Jw T, 185
Page 2

' 821 forth the mamner ko which the commissice
I::,.e.i:gmeg the requirements of paragraph b of subdivision
9% ©f section fifty-two. Such plan shall be deemed adopied
mtheom:;mm's filing with the city clerk of such pla=

The filing of this certification and 8 copy of the fina! plan, szpended
herezo &s Exhidit A, on this day, June 7, 1951, constitutes adoption of the
commission’s final plan.

We would apmmmmin;thedatedﬁlim(mwmwﬁw

certification and signing the enclosed receipt. Thank you for your
assistance.

Siml}'. -
A stdy TSee A
(Judith Reed
Counsel

enclosure
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g e A58 City Clerk and
A MU Clerk of the Council, hereby acknowledge receipt, on this

&t f,-nl" P ot
e B F 7th day of June
zcwf;li“" City Districti 1991, of the original signed statement from the New York
¢ Districting Commissi
- & Lommission and & copy of the 199] district plan for ci
o council, as requi P s
ix' e ) quired by charter section 51.g

Carlos Cuevas

Suite 1616, 11 Park Place. New York, New York 10007 (212) 766-220




CERTIFICAT| QN

1. Section 1152.d(11) of the Charter of th
e

November 1989, (hereinafter iy i oy

the "chm "
"shall prepare g g =) peovides that th districting commission
.p — Istricting plan for the nineteen hundred ninety-one
pddition? councll members 1n accordance with th

e provisions of this
paragraph 8nd In accordance with the provisions of chapte
nche commission shall pter two-A, . .

pointed in 1990

. ." Inso dolng,

be guided b i
Y the criteria get forth In section fifty-two." (Sectlon

51.8.)

2, Subparagraph (j)(iii) of section 1152.d(11) directs that the commission shall

adopt its final plan on or before the seventh day of June, 1991, in accord ith
' . ance w

division g of section 51. The filing of this certification signed by eleven members of

the commission together with a copy of the final plan, appended to this certification as

sub

Exhibit A, on this day, June 7, 1991, constitutes edoption of the commission's final plan

3. The undersigned members of the New York City Districting Commission
(hereinafter the "commission"), in accordance with charter chapter 2A section 51.g and
chapter 52 section 1152.4(11)(j)(iii), do hereby certify that, within the constraint of
paragfaph a of subdivision one of section 52, the criteris set forth in the other
Paragraphs of such subdivision have been applied in the order in which they are listed

and that such criteria have been implemented in such order, to the maximum extent

practicable.

4. The undersigned members of the commission, In accordance with charter
chapter 2A section 51.g and chapter 52 section 1152.d(11){j)(iii, do hereby further
certify that the commission has implemented the requirements of paragraph b of

subdivision one of section 52 ("[s]uch districting plan shall be esteblished in a manner




¥
’

New York City Districting Commission
c,mhcalion
June 7, 1991

that ensures the fair and effective representation of the racial and language minority
groups in New York city which are protected by the United States voting rights act of

nineteen hundred sixty-five, as amended") in the following manner:

The commission (a) determined the geographical location of recial and language
minority groups in New York city which are protected by the voting rights act
(hereinafter "protected racial and language minority groups”); (b) held numerous public
hearings, et which 8 number of persons testified who were members of protected racizl
end language minority groups; (c) conducted targeted outreach through mallings,
meetings, and advertising in minority media and non-English language publications to
assure meaningful participation on the part of protected racial and language minority
groups in the commission’s determination; (d) reviewed analyses of voter registration
retes, prior participation rates, and voting behavior; (e) drew district lines to enhance
the opportunities of protected racial and language minority groups to participate in the

political process and elect candidates of their choice, to the greatest extent feasible.

The results of this process are as follows: there are 27 districts in which
combined protected racial and language minority groups represent a majority (50% or
greater) of the total population in e district. There are 25 districts with combined
protected racial and language minority group populations of 60% or greater, 23 districts
with combined protected racial end language minority group populations of 70% or
greater, and 21 districts with combined protected racial and language minority group

populations of 80% or greater. See Exhibit B to this certification.




New York City Districting Commission
Certification
June .f‘. ]991

Pege 3

SIGNED THIS 7th DAY OF JUNE, 1991,

émeralda Simmons, Vice-Chair
mm

Micheel J. PeR'lde.s, Vice-Chair Canute C. Bernard
Luther Blake Ken W. Chin =
r P Fé

i // 4 /T
QQ\-M _Z&-,»J/L. /\/M

Evelyn Cunningham Charles M. Greinsky

<08 AVl

Sibyl A. Myler

Steven I. Himelstein

Camelia A. Marcelinb-Rodriguez /.




Exhibit J:
Aaron Fernando Written

Testimony June 27, 2022



DeCillis, Michael

Sent: Monday, June 27, 2022 6:09 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony from today’s Queens hearing
Attachments: map-image (4).png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe. Forward suspect email to phish@cyber.nyc.gov as an attachment (Click the More button, then
forward as attachment).

Good afternoon Commissioners and staff. My name is Aaron Fernando and I am a lifelong
resident of Richmond Hill, Queens. And last year, [ was the field director for a city council
campaign along the Hillside Avenue corridor. Today, I want to speak about both of these
communities and why they should be kept whole under this year’s redistricting maps.

Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park have formed a single immigrant community community of
interest for decades. They are defined by rows of single and two family homes that have
increasingly been inhabited by Indo-Caribbean and Punjabi-Americans. The area’s borders are
approximately Hillside Avenue and Forest Park to the north, Woodhaven Blvd to the west, the
Belt Parkway to the south, and the Van Wyck Expressway to the east.

Unfortunately, for the last decade this community has been divided into three council districts:
28, 29, and 32. While the bulk of this community of interest is in District 28, the district crosses
the Van Wyck to connect to Jamaica and Rochdale Village. The Van Wyck is a clear geographic
boundary that should not be crossed in redistricting as much as possible. Meanwhile, various
parts of Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park are connected to neighborhoods as far flung as
Breezy Point and Forest Hills, neighborhoods that share almost nothing in common with one
another.

Meanwhile, the Hillside Corridor refers to the immigrant communities that fall along Hillside
Avenue in Eastern Queens. Anyone who has drove along Hillside or sat down at a restaurant
there understands the rich Bangladeshi, Indian, Punjabi, and Guyanese-American communities
that have settled there. The area’s borders are approximately the Grand Central Parkway to the
north, the Van Wyck to the west, Jamaica Ave to the south, and the Nassau County border to the
east, although these borders are not exact. The neighborhoods and portions of neighborhoods
included are Briarwood, Jamaica Hills, Hollis, Queens Village, Bellerose, Glen Oaks, and Floral
Park.

Currently, the Hillside Corridor is also split between 3 council districts, 23, 24, and 27. South
Asians are split in two at 188th St; District 23 connects Punjabi voters to Bayside and Douglaston,
District 24 connects Bangladeshi voters to Kew Gardens Hills, and District 27 connects Indo-
Caribbean voters to St. Albans. South Asian neighborhoods should be kept within a single district,
not split into 3.



[ have submitted a citywide council map to the commission that keeps these South Asian
communities together. My proposed District 32 encompasses all of Richmond Hill, South Ozone
Park, and Bangladeshi areas of Ozone Park. It is 35% Asian, a plurality. In addition, my proposed
District 19 encompasses the entirety of the Hillside Corridor. It is 45% Asian, a near majority.

Both these districts keep neighborhoods whole as well as South Asian communities of interest,
allowing them to finally elect the candidates of their choice. I would be happy to take any other
questions and further explain the details of my proposed map.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

Date: Fri, Jun 3, 2022 at 6:49 PM

Subject: Proposal citywide council redistricting map

To: <PublicTestimony@redistricting.nyc.gov>, <NYCRedistricting@redistricting.nyc.gov>

Good evening,

Apologies for my late submission, but I've been working on my Council map proposal for the entire city. | believe it
effectively preserves communities of interests, better matches the city’s diversifying demographics, and unites divided
neighborhoods.

An image of the proposal is attached.

Dave’s Redistricting: https://davesredistricting.org/maps#viewmap::92ad4ff2-68fa-4fe5-bfe4-c54bef6781c3

Spreadsheet data: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1viB6rK-
2ikzJgRgrnL6Ms8 DIPTJ5kUyspwN8xFKIGs/edit#gid=0

Written summary: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hVgs72XR72tdAGYaplG5Ri8Ufujf3EW7YWSAKkGDMvXk/edit

Thank you for your consideration, and please let me know if you have any questions. Good luck with your round of
maps!

Best,
Aaron



Exhibit K:
AALDEF Community of

Interest Map for Richmond

Hill/South Ozone Park



Richmond Hill/South Ozone Park

This map was created at Representable.org

View this community at:
https://www.representable.org/submission/da8a3b80-facd-4549-97b7-2ccebfOe6bff

1 EAST NEW
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Districting Commission

Public Hearing - Queens

August 16, 2022



In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Queens
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Second Round Public Hearing
August 16, 2022

CITY OF NEW YORK 2022-2023 DI STRI CTI NG COMMI SSI ON
QUEENS PUBLI C HEARI NG

36-01 35th Avenue
Astoria, New York

DATE: August 16, 2022
T ME: 5:32 P. M

PUBLI C HEARI NG in the above-referenced
matter, held at the above-mentioned time and
| ocati on, before Makeda Edwards, a Notary Public

of the State of New York.

LH REPORTI NG SERVI CES, | NC.
Comput er - Ai ded Transcription
(718) 526-7100

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Queens
Second Round Public Hearing
August 16, 2022

1

2 A PPEARANCES:
3

4 COMMI SSI ONERS:

5

6 DENNI'S M. WALCOTT, Chair
7 YOVAN SAMUEL COLLADO

8 HON. MARILYN D. GO

9 KEVI N JOHN HANRATTY

10 MARI A MATEO

11 LI SA SORI N

12 MONSI GNOR KEVI N SULLI VAN
13 MAF Ml SBAH UDDI N

14 KRI STEN JOHNSON

15 MARC WURZEL

16 DR. JOHN FLATEAU, Executive Director
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Second Round Public Hearing
August 16, 2022
161

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony. Next, we're going virtual.
Al bert Bal deo and Joane Yu and then Bil
Per ki ns.

ALBERT BALDEO: Hel | o,

Commi ssi oners, good evening. This is,
i ke you said, a rodeo. In thirty
years, this is my third testimonial in

three decades currently with this
Commi ssi on.

| think you've done a very favorable
job with the maps, but | believe it
needs some tweaking. You cannot put
Rochdal e Village with Ozone Park, South
Ozone Park with Richmond Hill. They
have no commonality whatsoever. As a
matter of a fact, you're going against
the | aws of census and redistricting and
courts have been upholding this -- as
you saw the |l ast redistricting process.

As a matter of a fact, the
republicans and democrats who -- well,
they didn't agree on anything, but they

agreed to one thing and that one thing

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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Second Round Public Hearing
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162
was that in Richmond Hill, Ozone Park
and South Ozone Park must be kept
t oget her and that must give you a | ot of

food for thought because if the

democrats and republicans, who agree on

not hi ng else, can agree that these three

communities are so integrated that you

must keep them together, that it

behooves you to |listen to that, sort of,

analysis that they did and to, sort of
invoke -- and you've done it to a very
| arge extent.

The only thing is that you've

dragged the lines -- | think you should

start with 32. 32 is more favorably
di sposed to include us together; that
to the Van Wyck Expressway, the city
[ine just at Wbodhaven and from Forest
Parkway and to the Conduit. And |'ve
submtted a map to that effect.

In fact, | believe that the Unity
Map also reflects something simlar.
There you have a mass and a base of

fol ks who have the same historical

S

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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heritage, the same ancestry, the same
customs, they worship at the same
schools and churches and they play

t oget her and work together. There's

al so essential workers who deserve some
consideration and they have been the
backbone of this local economy in New
York City. So it behooves you to at

| east give them justice.

That justice is very simple, that
you keep them toget her. They live in
one and two-famly homes and therefore
their mortgages and so forth, property
taxes are issues that must be tackl ed
toget her . That is why putting them
toget her would be good.

My good friend, |. Daneek Ml er,
former City Council man, he also talked
about keeping Rochdale Vill age together.
| agree with that, but not at the
expense of other communities and al so
not dividing Richmond Hill, Ozone Park
and South Ozone Park with Howard beach

because they are disparate communities,

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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they're separate. They have nothing in
common and it only creates tension and
it's the wrong thing to do. But you
have enough mass, you have enough
critical mass of folks to put them

t ogether in one city council district;
in Richmond Hill, South Ozone Park and
Ozone Park.

And that is what | would advise you
strongly to do and we would ask you to
do that because it satisfies all the
| egal criteria for redistricting, it is
a purposeful approach to this issue and
it's also one that we must embrace as a
matter of both law, reality, morality
and conscience, so | would ask you to do
t hat .

Now, why do | say this --

CHAI R WALCOTT: ' m sorry to
interrupt, but it sounds |like you're
going to go into another major theme and
we have ot her people who are --

ALBERT BALDEO: Oh, no. | was just

twice-elected in District 38, which is
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Woodhaven and Richmond Hill and also in
24. So my point to you is that it
already shows the commonality of
el ecting one person, of being together
and of doing that, we respectfully ask
t hat you keep Richmond Hill, Ozone Park
with South Ozone Park together, the
Forest Hill, the Forest Parkway,
Woodhaven, our city line to the Conduit
and to the Van Wyck Expressway and not
di vide Rochdale Village or not use us as
filler for any other district. That's
all 1 ask -- or that's all we ask
because |I'm an elected district | eader
and | speak for this community. So
t hank you very much, Commi ssioners, and
we hope you do the right thing.

CHAlI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony, Joanne Yu.

Joanne Yu.

Next would be Bill Perkins.

Bill Perkins: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner. As a way of background,
my name is Bill Perkins. Il live in
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in our community. Until today, most of
t he Nepal ese community doesn't have --
get any one single penny fromthe city
and state. We donating the money. We
maki ng the own house, we buil ding our
community better.

Now all communities divided, this is
very painful for us. Pl ease save our
community together. We want to sit

toget her, not divided. That's why we
all are strongly oppose this proposed

map of the District 25 and 26, strongly

oppose them. We do believe all elected
members, Commi ssioner and all these
staff you all hear us (sic) pain today.

Thank you so much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony.

Next, we'll go back to our virtual
testi mony.

And Faye D. Hill, Ambi ka Persaud and
Amanda Debr ah.

Faye D. Hill.

| f not, Ambi ka Persaud.
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Amanda - -
AMBI KA PERSAUD: Good evening.
CHAI R WALCOTT: ' m sorry.
Do | hear voices?
AMBI KA PERSAUD: Hi . This is Ambi ka
Per saud.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Hi, how are you.
You're up.

MS. PERSAUD: Okay. Good eveni ng.
Thank you to the New York City
Districting Commi ssion for convening
this hearing today.

My name is Ambi ka Persaud. ' m an
active member and a summer organizer at

South Queens Women's March, a | ocal

gender justice organization. " ve al so
lived in the Queens nei ghborhoods, in
Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park for
most of my |ife. As a professionally

trained Indian classical dancer in the
public dance forum, |'ve shared my art
with so many cultural programs and
festive occasions in this community, all

spread across district |lines that are
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not intuitive and fracture us at our
very core.

Alittle bit about South Queens
Women's March, founded right before the
pandemi ¢ hit, South Queens Women's March
amplifies the voices of South Queens,

di verse woman and gender expansive

peopl e. We are a multi-generational,
intersectional platform working to
foster women's empower ment . We take our
sisterhood to the streets to unify women
and gender expansive people and connect
them to the tools and resources
necessary to empower their own |ives and
thrive, through mutual aid, healing and
art and wellness, youth and professional
devel opment and civic engagement, all
whil e meeting people where they are,
which is what brought us to become a
proud member of the APA Voice

Redi stricting Task Force.

Much of our work has been based in
Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park, home

to vibrant and wi despread Asi an- Ameri can
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popul ati ons, specifically South Asians,

mai nly consisting of Punjabi and

| ndo- Cari bbeans. | want to note that

t he Asian population in Queens has grown
| arger than any other racial group the

| ast census by 29 percent, an increase,

many | ocal CBOs, including ours, put so
much energy into capturing.

These communities have been
gerrymandered for far too | ong. They' ve
been di senfranchi sed. When the pandemi c
hit, many of our grassroots
organi zations had to pivot and meet the
needs of our community, a community that
was number one for COVID incidents and
struggling for resources. We want to
finally be able to elect candi dates of
our choice in the place we called home.
We can't accept our votes being diluted
any |l onger. Our community of interest
is bordered by Woodhaven Boul evard to
the west, Jamaica Avenue to the north,
the Van Wyck Expressway to the east, and

Conduit Avenue to the south.
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The map the Districting Commi ssion
recently released further divides our
community, splitting us up even more
across District 28, 29 and 32, instead
of keeping us together.

We are opposed to this map.
Currently, we're supporting the Unity
Map, as it would create a plurality APA
District in City Council District 32.

We remain open to any option that
will keep us together. Over the | ast
few weeks, we put in the work to have

meetings with some of you to advocate to

keep Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park
whol e. We've also met with elected
of ficials, including Speaker Adri an

Adams and Selvena Brooks-Powers.

We have additional meetings with

el ected officials lined up in the comi ng
days. We remain hopeful that you wil
all hear our voices. As you go to the

drawi ng board and consi der these maps,
we ask that you please do not divide us.

Keep Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park
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whol e. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony.

| s that Amanda Debrah and Maht ab
Khan and then Dan Ml |l er.

Amanda Debr ah.

Okay, Mahtab Khan.

MAHTAB KHAN: Hi, good evening. My

name i s Mahtab Khan. | " m a South Asian
activist from Jamai ca, Queens. lt's my
homet own and |'ve lived here all of my
life.

| " m here to speak in opposition of
the map draft released by the Commi ssion
for City Council District 24. This is
the district that |I reside in and I
di sagree with it. Unf ortunately, the
map draft released by the Commi ssion is
very simlar to the past District 24 map
and | believe it violates the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965 by not acknowl edgi ng
t he South Asian community's growth or
contributions, especially fromthe new

census data that was recently collected.
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cycles, which have pitted our
communities against one another and
cause us all to suffer.

Simply put, these changes not only
exacerbate existing issues, but disturb
deep organi zing connections within these
communities. Once again, | urge for the
full adoption of the Unity Map. And |
t hank you for your time.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you.

JERRY GUATAMALA: Good evening, my
name is Jerry Guatamal a. l'mthe
director of the Democracy Program at the
Asi an- American Legal Defense and
Educati on Fund, ALDEF. We are a member
of the Asian-American AAPA Voice
Redi stricting Task Force, as well as a
member of the Unity Map Coalition, which
submtted the Unity Map to you.

Some comments on the Commi ssion's

draft map, as mentioned by my coll eague,

Caesar, it is problematic to start with
Staten I|sland. You should not be
starting with Staten |sland. St aten
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| sl and should not be dictating the rest
of the map, the other 48 districts.

(Appl ause.)

The City Charter gives you a
prioritized list that you must foll ow.
Number two on that |list is making sure
there's fair and effective
representation for |anguage and raci al
m nority groups protected under the
Federal Voting Rights Acts. That means
Bl ack, Latino and Asian communities.
You have to start there before you | ook
at places |ike Staten |Island and ot her
communities of interest. What ' s
problematic also, as mentioned,
perform ng coalition districts are
protected by the Federal Voting Rights
Act . You cannot dismantle those
perform ng coalition districts, meaning
t he Asian and Latino popul ations when
combi ned that are over 50 percent, that
are electing people of color, you cannot
di smantl e that and replace that with

plurality white districts, especially
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when the white population in Queens
decreased by 30 percent. This does not
make sense. You should be | ooking at
the census data and these new |lines
should be reflecting the census dat a,
not turning them on their heads, not
di smantling perform ng coalition
districts; one of them that elected the
first Korean-American to City Counci
and replacing it with a white plurality
district in the face of the City Charter
and the popul ati on demographic fromthe
| ast census.

Al so, | would say, with District 32,
27, 28, 31, we know those are perform ng
Bl ack districts. The Unity Map turns 28
into a majority Black district. So then
you woul d have three majority Bl ack
districts -- well then, what about
Ri chmond Hill, South Ozone Park? That
is a protected community of interest,
it's Asian-American community of
i nterest. It is a group protected under

t he Federal Voting Rights Act and you
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must first ensure that there is fair and
effective representation for that
community before you | ook at Howard
Beach and Breezy Point and Broad Channel
and those other areas that you've drawn
and consolidated into District 32.

What about Richmond Hill and South
Ozone Park? You've lumped them together
in 28 with Rochdale Village, where they
have no opportunity to elect a candi date
of their choice. Again, | would argue
that's a violation of the Charter.

Before you move on, after the three
Bl ack districts in 27, 28, and 31, you
must then next | ook at Richmond Hill,
South Ozone Park and make sure they have
fair and effective representation. What
does that | ook |like? That's the Unity
Map District 32. It allows them for the
first time to have an opportunity to
el ect a candidate of their choice.

We al so make sure that Wbodsi de was
kept whole in City Council District 26;

you heard a | ot about that.
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(Appl ause.)
We submitted our --
(Appl ause.)
-- communities of interest to you.
16 Asian-American communities of
i nterest. You have the boundaries. You

know what we're tal king about when we're
tal king about these neighborhoods. At
the top of our |ist when we were doing
the Unity Map, Wodside, we wanted to
make sure they were kept whole; Richmond
Hill, South Ozone Park, they have an
opportunity to elect a candi date of
their choice and to keep Bensonhur st
whole -- we'll talk about that more at
the Brooklyn hearing. But we want to
see a map that complies with the Feder al
Voting Rights Act and the City Charter
and is the most equitable for the
communities of color that are protected
under the Federal Voting Rights Act,
that is the Unity Map. | ask you adopt
that in full, thank you.

CHAlI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
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testi mony.
Next, we're going back to virtual.
s it Salima Ashraf |slam?
SALI MA | SLAM: Hel | o. My name is
Salima Ashraf Islam and | am one of the

founding member and director of cultural
organi zation call ed Bangl adesh Institute
of Perform ng Arts, short -- known to
everybody BI PA. And | have been serving
this organization for 30 years and

t hrough this organization |I'm serving

t hose area mostly Astoria, LIC,
Sunnyside, Wodside, those are the area
mostly for the Bangl adeshi young
generation. We teach them culture and
everything and we perform a | ot of
culture shows. Not only in our
community, we do that to spread in
different |ibraries and different

mai nstream shows. And we have been

wor ki ng together as a powerf ul

communi ty. But during this
redistricting this area, it's really
concern me and | don't think this is a

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100




In Re Gty of New York 2022-2023 Districting Comm ssion Queens

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N N NN P P PP PR R R P
g A W N P O © ®©® N O 1 A W N P O

Second Round Public Hearing
August 16, 2022

260

Map keeps the APA communities of
interest whole in Brooklyn and in
Manhatt an. Thank you very much.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony.

Mohammed Ahmed.

MOHAMMED AHMED: Hi . Good
afternoon, Comm Ssioners. I first want

to start by echoing the Liz's sentiments
around Staten Isl and. It is important
for us to have equity in this
redistricting process and we are not
having that with Staten I|sland.

My name is Mohammed Ahmed. | am a
proud, Indo-Caribbean queer Muslim and
Sout heast Queens resident, a homeowner,
organi zer and community member of
Ri chmond Hill. | " m also the founder and
executive director of the Caribbean
Equality Project, a community-based
organi zation that advocates for and
represents Black and brown Cari bbean
LGBTQ i mmi grants in New York City.

For the past decade, | have
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witnessed the growth and devel opment of
my community, little Guyana in Richmond
Hill and Little Punjab in South Ozone
Park, are home to New York City's
thriving South Asian and | ndo-Caribbean
communities in Queens.

Currently, these communities of
interest are unjustifiably divided into
three City Council Districts, 28, 29,
and 32. These district |lines have
di luted our political power, vote and
voice for decades. The progress in
these neighborhoods began in the 60s and
70s with mi gration of people from
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, | ndi a,

Paki stan and Bangl adesh; to just name a
few countries.

Today, you can buy your bread from
Sybil's at Liberty Avenue and 132nd
Street, go to Jum ah prayers on Fridays
at Masjid Al -Abidin, shop for cultural
groceries, clothing and religious items
along Liberty Avenue and 101st Avenue,

play Holi at Smokey Park, the Sikh
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community can safely worship at a
Gurdwara | ocated on 113th Street playing
and 101st Avenue, and the Hindu
community can attend prayers you
(unintelligible) Mandir | ocated at 101st
Street and 97th Avenue.

These historical |ocations are all
within fifteen m nutes drive of each
ot her and within the natural boundaries
of Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park,
whi ch are Wbodhaven Boul evard to the
west, Jamaica Avenue to the north, the
Van Wyck Expressway to the east and the
South Conduit to the South.

What you won't find in these South
Asi an and | ndo-Cari bbean nei ghborhoods,
is single City Council District office.
These nei ghborhoods are also home to
Ri chmond Hill and John Adams High
School, hundreds of thriving small
busi nesses and thousands of residenti al
houses that deserves an equitable
political representation.

The Commi ssion's proposed map for
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Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park
further divide my community into five
City Council Districts. If you | ook at
your map, you will see that Richmond
Hill and South Ozone Park are divided
amongst City Council District 27, 28,
29, 31 and 32. This is not what many of
us have testified in-person and
virtually asked for. We bol dly ask for
our community of interest to be kept

whole in a single, compact district.

Redi stricting is a racial justice of
human rights and a quality of life
i ssue.

Each new City Council District you

create, should reflect the popul ation
growt h of these neighborhoods. There
should be equity in your process. What
you have collectively proposed for

Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park, is
the definition of political

di senfranchi sement and raci al
gerrymanderi ng.

Our diverse and intersectional
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communities can no | onger be ignored,
underfunded and underresourced, not by
this Commi ssion or any other sitting
el ected official.

Today | am calling on the New York
City Redistricting Comm ssion to hear
our voices and bring justice to Richmond
Hi |l . We deserve equity in the New York
City Redistricting process; we deserve
to be kept whole and protected under the
Voting Rights Act. We deserve fair and
equi tabl e maps, we deserve to be united
and not divided.

You have the political power to end
decades of gerrymandering and political
vi ol ence i n Southeast Queens. Give us a
fighting chance to emerge fromthe COVID
19 pandemi c, a more politically
resilient community. Thank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you.

Feronza Linzer.

After Feronza Linzer, Lisa Ahtar.
(Phonetic).

LI SA AHTAR: ' m Lisa. | " m actually
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going to go first. Feronza and | are
part of the same organi zation.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Okay.

LI SA AHTAR: My name is Lisa Ahtar
| " ma longtime resident and voter in
Ri chmond Hill Council District 28.
wor k at Chhaya CDC, a member
organi zati on of APA Voice Redistricting
Task Force. Chhaya is a 22 year-old
community organization |ocated in
Jackson Heights and Richmond Hill
serving the Indo-Caribbean and South
Asian communities across Queens;
i ncluding El mmurst, Wbodsi de, Jackson
Hei ghts, Richmond Hill and South Ozone
Par k. Bangl adeshi s, Guyanese, Nepalis
and Ti betans, Punjabis and ot her
| ndi ans, Trinidadians and more, make up
this richly diverse yet, cohesive
di aspor a. Chhaya works to build housing
stability, econom c well-being and the
power of South Asian and Indo-Cari bbean
communities by providing housing

counseling for tenants and homeowners,
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financial counseling, free tax prep and
i mmi gration services.

Over the | ast two decades, this
community has been and continues to be
severely underserved while facing some
of the hardest housing and econom c

i ssues in New York City. Chhaya

believes the following district lines
will allow for our communities to be
whol e. For Richmond Hill and South
Ozone Park, the natural lines are

Woodhaven Boulevard to the west, Jamaica
Avenue to the north, Van Wyck Expressway
to the east and Conduit Avenue to the
south, which keep the communities of
interest together.

| n Woodsi de, we oppose the
Commi ssion's draft map for Wodsi de as
it divides the Asian Community into many
districts and puts the significantly
Asi an part of Wodside in District 30.
This includes the Filipino, Nepalese,
Ti betan and Bangl adeshi communities.

The APA community in Wbodsi de has
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little to no commonalities with District
30. We would like to see Wodside
remain whole in District 26 and we
support the Unity Map for Wbodsi de, as
it does this.

| n El mhurst, we appreciate and
commend the Commi ssion in keeping
El mhurst whole in District 25. We hope
this part of the map is maintained.

The South Asian and I ndo-Cari bbean

communities share deep cultural

commercial, religious and linguistic
connections in Council Districts 25, 28
and 32. In these districts, over the

| ast two decades, deep ties were
strengt hened within the South Asian and
| ndo- Cari bbean communities.

During the post-911 backl ash, when
our Muslimand city community members
were targeted, our entire communities
came together to support each other.
During the pandem c when mutual aid
groups comprised of Bangl adeshi, Punj abi

and I ndo-Cari bbean members came together
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to address food insecurities and the
need for PPE and testing sites. And
recently, census outreach is another
exampl e of our communities comi ng
t oget her . Guyanese, Bangl adeshi s,
| ndi ans and Nepalis, all working
together to ensure our communities were
count ed.

We urge the Redistricting Commi ssion
to ensure that the South Asians and
| ndo- Cari bbeans in these key
nei ghbor hoods are no |l onger fractured,
as they have been historically and
finally have the opportunity to elect a
candi date who truly represents their
voi ces and needs. Our communities can
no | onger be invisible and divided,
t hank you.

CHAI R WALCOTT: Thank you for your
testi mony.

FERONZA LI NZER: My name is Feronza
Linzer and | work at Chhaya CDC. | am a
| ongtime resident, worker and voter in

Council District 25. My famly and |
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m ddl e of the afternoon so that people
can actually get the opportunity to
speak and you could hear them Thank
you.

COUNSEL PYUN: Rosal ba Al mazan.

Vi shnu Maha Mahi dol (phonetic).

Vi shnu Maha Mahi dol .

Muhammad Ahmed. He al ready
testified.

Nal i ma Ahmed.

NALI MA AHMED: It's been a |l ong day.

Thank you all. | want to start
there first.

My script said good afternoon but
it's actually good evening now. I do
want to say thank you for the
opportunity to testify. Thank you for
still being here. It's really i mportant
to have these conversations and |
appreciate all of your time.

My name is Nalima Ahmed and | use
she/ her pronouns. " m an i mmi grant from
Guyana who has called Richmond Hill home
the majority of my |ife. l'm also a
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volunteer with the Caribbean Equality
Project, a Queens-based community LGBTQ
i mmi grant right based organization.

Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park
are home to the | argest South Asian and
| ndo- Cari bbean communities in Queens,
one of the fastest i mm grant popul ations
in New York City. Currently, my
nei ghborhood is unjustly divided into
three city council districts, 28, 29 and
32. These district |lines have
deli berately gerrymandered our political
power for decades.

The Commi ssion's proposed map for
Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park
fracture my community even further into
five city council districts, 27, 28, 29,
31, and now 32 -- and 32.

From my understanding of the New
York City Council redistricting process,
which is very Iimted, |I do want to say,
the goal of the Commi ssion is to create
a compact district that reflects the

growt h of the general population from
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the 2020 census, including Asians, which
consi st of a population increase of
345, 000 people in New York City.

During the COVID 19 pandemi c, |
j oined Cari bbean Equality Project to do
census outreach to count my
underrepresented community of interest.
We jeopardize our safety and lives to
count the underserved and underfunded
communities of Little Guyana in Richmond
Hill and Little Punjab and South Ozone
Par k.

After dom nating multiple hearings,
the Commi ssion's draft maps failed to
keep Richmond Hill and South Ozone Park
into a single district. That's
unacceptable at this point, especially
with all the data that has been
collected from the census.

We are more than numbers but this
Commi ssi on should not ignore many
contributions of South Queens. The
Sout h Asian and | ndo-Cari bbean community

share sim | ar | anguage diversity,
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m gration history, cultural and
religious tradition and historical
faith-based institutions that deserve to
be united and not divided.

The natural boundaries of Richmond
Hill and South Ozone Park are Wodhaven
Boul evard to the west, Jamaica Avenue to
t he north, the Van Wyck Expressway to
the east and the South Conduit Avenue to
the south.

You have the power to end

gerrymandering in South Queens. And
today I'"m calling on all of you, even
those that are not here still, to stand

with us to undo decades of political
har m. | hope you will hear our
collective voice and not contribute to
the growing trend of racial
gerrymanderi ng and political oppression.
Thank you for your time.

CHAl RMAN WALCOTT: Ri ght on ti me.
Thank you very much.

So | need to have us take a five

m nute break because our stenographer is
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| sl am?

So, Mr. David.

Rl CHARD DAVI D: Okay. Good ni ght,
Commi ssi oner Wal cott and ot her
commi ssioners here tonight. My name is
Ri chard Davi d. |"m a district |eader in
Assembly District 31 in Southeast
Queens. ' m also a board member of the
| ndo- Cari bbean Alliance, who you heard
from earlier tonight.

| " m here to recommend i mprovements
to the proposed map for Richmond Hill
and South Ozone Park. | moved to the
United States from Guyana and have |ived
i n Southeast Queens for 27 years. Thi s
is where | |anded and continue to live
with my mom my brothers and their kids.
This is actually really common to live
with extended famly members in this
part of Queens.

| was surprised to see that in this
part of Queens and in New York City,
there are actually more Guyanese than

even the country of Guyana. And
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actually, we are the second | argest

foreign-born population in Queens after

the Chinese community. This is nothing
new. It's actually been |like this for
decades.

Trinidadi ans who also live in our

nei ghborhood are in the top ten
foreign-born popul ati on groups as well,
and that's nothing new. And so we use
the term Indo-Cari bbean to represent the

ethnic communities of the Southern

Cari bbean that we all share a common
culture, | anguage and heritage to bring
us together and mobilize and advocate

for our common interest here in New
Yor k.

One thing that has not changed
t hough, are the political -- the city
council lines representing this area,
and that's reflected in the city
council, where we have never been able
to elect a city council member from any
of these communities, although they are

such | arge popul ations here in New York
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city. And so, in this geographic area,
you also have no political offices at
the city council level. So we | ack
basic access to senior services,
educati on resources, sanitation, the
mai n corridor in our neighborhood
doesn't even have garbage cans, and
i mmi gration resources. So this
Commi ssion has this i mportant task to
correct decades of undoing. So it's not

one night of staying here late to fix
forty years of being overl ooked.

The current map you've proposed for
Ri chmond Hill and South Ozone Park, it
goes far but it doesn't go far enough.
It must include Smokey Park, which is
where we have all of our outdoor
festivals; every single one of them
It's along 125th Street and Atl antic
Avenue.

There are also about six blocks that
is cut out of South Ozone Park and put
into the Rockaways. There's no way for

t hose residents to get representation in
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t he Rockaways if they live in South
Ozone Park. And so |I'm requesting that
this Comm